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        THIS DAY @ LAW
        
                
                                Congress approves first Patent Act

                            

                                On April 10, 1790, Congress approved America's first Patent Act. The Patent Act of 1790 allowed inventors to maintain "sole and exclusive right and liberty of making, constructing, using and vending to others" the rights to a patented invention for fourteen years. The Act furthermore created the U.S. Patent Board, the precursor to the modern U.S. Patent Office.

Read the current U.S. Patent Act from the Cornell University Law School, and read A History of the Early Patent Office by Kenneth W. Dobyns.

                            


                
                
                                Hugo Grotius born

                            

                                Hugo Grotius, Dutch jurist, statesman and father of international law was born in Delft, Holland, on April 10, 1583. 

His best-known work is De Jure Belli ac Pacis (On the Law of War and Peace), which he published in 1625.
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